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The Guilt Issue 

It is hardly surprising that Christians are deeply concerned about evil 
and have long seen the death of Jesus as eliminating the burden of 
that evil. In today's world, the global reach of television and the more 
individualised reality of social media mean that we have an awareness 
of the widespread existence of evil that is probably unique to today. 

It is difficult to look back to the very beginnings. Choices were not 
legislated; they happened and were perpetuated. The initial choice of 
Peter as leader was unbelievably symbolic. As the rock on whom the 
Church was to be founded, his frailty and fallibility can hardly be 
bettered. 'Get behind me, Satan' and 'I tell you, I know not the man' is 
evidence enough that humanity will never be excluded. That means 
also that what was acceptable at the beginning may no longer be 
acceptable in tomorrow's world. That also means that what is in the 
New Testament reflects its time and that time is no longer today. For 
answers, we must look to today's questions. Today's answers are not 
found in the solutions of yesteryear. Oddly enough, fidelity requires 
flexibility. What was valued then may need to make room for what 
is valued now. Divinity did not replace humanity. Divinity, in Jesus 
Christ, became human. 

Conclusion 

There is obviously much more to be said about specific areas where 
change is necessary. The clerical involvement in the issues of child 
sexual abuse is obviously one of them. But the five changes proposed 
here are fundamental; from them much else can flow. The elimination 
of the cardinals and the limits on the papacy play down the monarchical 
aspect of the Roman Catholic Church today. The opening to women 
of every position in the Church is simply doing away with an obvious 
hangover from a patriarchal past that greatly impoverishes the 
Church. The emphasis on the core role in the Church of the people of 
God should do much to diminish the crippling effect of clericalism 
in today's Church, both on the part of clergy and on the part of the 
people of God. The theological insistence must be on God's love for 
the sinner to replace issues of redemption from sin. It may be God's 
dream. Whether it will be the reality of tomorrow's Roman Catholic 
Church we have yet to see. 

Being Church Today 
(Here Comes Everybody!) 

William Morris 

Centuries ago when map makers ran out of the known world before 
they ran out of parchment, they would sketch a dragon at the end 
of the scroll. This was a warning to the explorer that he/she would 
be entering unknown territory and at their own risk. Unfortunately, 
some explorers took this symbol literally and were afraid to push on 
to new worlds. Other more adventurous explorers saw the dragons as 
a sign of opportunity, a door to virgin territory. 

Each of us has a mental map of the world in our heads that 
contains the information we use to guide ourselves in our day-to-day 
encounters. Like the maps of long ago, our mental maps also have 
dragons on them. These represent things that, for whatever reason, 
we don't want to do or push beyond. It is the fear of something that 
stops us. Sometimes these dragons are valid; sometimes, however, 
they prevent us from discovering something new. 1 

Fear comes from a need to be in control and is one of the most 
debilitating emotions there is; elections are won on fear, people are 
controlled by fear. Frank O'Loughlin in his book, This Time of the
Church, speaks of the formula used throughout much of the history 
o.f t�e Church, 'Outside the Church, no salvation' as being 'very
significant as a strong motivating force in keeping people faithful to 
the Church and it was a strong motive for mission activity'.2 When we 
fear something or someone we stop living and all our relationships 
starting with ourselves become stunted. 

. We need to break out of the ghetto of suffocation that fear puts us
m and breathe the air of the Spirit. We need to walk in the hope of 
Pope John XXIII who was shocked to discover what was being said by 
some people who saw nothing but ruin and calamity in the existing 




















