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decree a law? Is it in conformity with the story of his own life and 
death on a cross? On this basis can we reconcile the words of the 
gospels with all we know about the person who spoke them? 

Conclusion 

It is obvious that, even for those Christians who most earnestly seek the 
will of Jesus in this matter of divorce and remarriage, there are many 
problems in the evidence of the Second Testament, for uncertainties 
abound in every single one of the texts. Is this an indication that, while 
we must have the greatest respect for the Scriptures, God will not 
solve all our problems for us, and we cannot put all the responsibility 
onto God? Must we not rather take a large measure of both personal 
and collective responsibility in this delicate and difficult field? 

I fear that some Protestant Churches have in practice been 

caught into ways of acting on this subject that do not do justice to 

the powerful call of Jesus. At the same time there must be queries 

as to whether the teaching of the Catholic Church, as set out in 
canons 5 and 7 of the Canons on the Sacrament of Matrimony of the 

Council of Trent,
26 

truly respects the teaching and the person of Jesus 

as revealed to us in the Second Testament. I hope that I have show11 

that these canons of Trent are selective in the parts of the Second 

Testament they quote and fall well. short of reflecting the entirety of 

the evidence. Surely there are matters here that are in urgent need of 
serious discussion. 

26. '5. If anyone says that the marriage bond can be dissolved because of heresy, or
irksome cohabitation, or because of the wilful desertion of one of the spouses,
anathema sit ... 7. If anyone says that the church is in error for having taught
and for still teaching that in accordance with the evangelical and apostolic
doctrine (cf MklO:l; lCor 7), the marriage bond cannot be dissolved because
of adultery on the part of one of the spouses, and that neither of the two, not
even the innocent one who has given no cause for infidelity, can contract another
marriage during the lifetime of the other; and that the husband who dismisses
an adulterous wife and marries again and the wife who dismisses an adulterous
husband and marries again are both guilty of adultery, anathema sit: Quoted
from The Christian Faith in the Doctrinal Documents of the Catholic Church,
edited by J Neuner and J Dupuis (London: Collins Liturgical Publications, 1983),
529.
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Change has affected today's global world as seldom before. Global
media have made this obviou to all who can see. The people, men
and women, who are the Church are affected by this change. It would
be impo ible for change not to affect the Church. Much ha occurred;
more is on the way. King Canute could not hold back the sea; Rome
cannot hold back the change. 

To my mind, there are five BASIC areas where immediate change
is needed in the Roman Catholic Church today. There are many
others, but these five are basic. 
1. The abolition of cardinals, their status and prerogatives.
2. The equality of women: being a woman as no obstacle for any

position in the Church.
3. The revision of the status of pope: leader not monarch.
4. The recognition of the people of God as the core of the Church.
5. The recognition of God's love for us humans, sinners as we are, as

the cause of the Incarnation.

Reducing these to something like a short summary might seem harsh 
and divisive. What the summary does is give a hint of the outcome of 
the comments below. Here are the soundbites: 

No need for cardinals 
Great need for women 
Revision needed for papacy 
Revaluation needed for people of God 
'Loved though sinners' to replace 'guilt & sin' 












